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Leadership is never self-appointed. It is forged  

over time by actions, deeds, and respect earned by 

experience. Leaders are trusted because they’ve 

proven over time that they do the right thing in the 

toughest of situations. 

With over 80 years’ experience of building rugged, 

dependable, industrial-grade utility aircraft – starting 

with the P-2 military trainer in 1942 – Pilatus has 

earned a solid reputation as the provider of some of 

the world’s most versatile and reliable special mission 

aircraft.  

The Pilatus Porter PC-6 introduced in the early 1960s 

has been heralded as one of the most extraordinary 

bush planes ever built. 

Today, Pilatus produces the world’s best trainer aircraft 

used by the world’s most renowned air forces, and the 

extremely adaptable PC-12 operated globally by 

governments, militaries, and humanitarian support 

organisations in some of the most extreme operating 

conditions. With the introduction of the PC-24, the 

world’s �rst Super Versatile Jet, Pilatus is committed  

to the future innovation of special mission aircraft. 

Serving both civilian and military markets, Pilatus 

continues its reputation as the leader in precision 

engineering by incorporating the most modern design 

techniques in every aircraft it produces. Operators of 

Pilatus aircraft can also rely on the highest level of service 

and support to ensure that when called into action,  

the PC-12 is always ready to accomplish the mission.

SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS

LEADERSHIP IS EARNED
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This versatility enables the PC-12 NGX to take on 

multiple missions for its operators, extending its value 

beyond that of any other �xed or rotor wing aircraft. 

While remarkable in its capabilities, the PC-12 NGX 

allows special mission operators to provide greater 

mission capability on reduced budgets. The PC-12 NGX 

is extraordinarily fuel efficient and requires little 

maintenance. The cost to acquire, operate, and maintain 

a single PC-12 NGX is one-third less than that of its 

twin-engine competition, and a fraction of the cost of 

utilising rotor wing assets for the same missions.

The Pilatus PC-12 �eet has proven itself in well over 

eight million �ight hours and more than 1,800 aircraft 

in a wide variety of roles including surveillance, 

reconnaissance, jump and utility drop, border patrol, 

command and control, law enforcement, disaster 

response, cargo, personnel transport and air ambulance.

 

The combined features of the PC-12 NGX’s outstanding 

range, payload capacity, fuel ef�ciency, cabin space, 

and huge cargo door make it uniquely adaptable as a 

true multi-role platform.  

 

SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS

FOR MULTI MULTI MISSIONS



10 | 11

The rugged, �eld-proven PC-12 NGX Special Mission is 

as versatile as a Swiss Army knife. In just minutes it 

can be transformed to perform a wide range of special 

mission roles. In one aircraft, the PC-12 NGX combines 

high speed, long range, large cabin, fuel ef�ciency, low 

maintenance, and short unimproved runway operation  

to create a unique asset unmatched by anything else 

in the �eld. One highly ef�cient platform, capable of 

accomplishing many critical missions. Tailor the  

PC-12 NGX’s 330 cubic feet (9.34 cubic metres) of  

cabin volume to your unique requirements. Switch 

quickly from a 9-passenger transport configuration  

to a full cargo or combination layout. Convert it to  

an intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance  

or search and rescue platform with the stealthy, 

deployable PC-12 NGX Spectre electro-optical and 

infrared sensor lift and operator console. There’s  

even an optional utility door for airdrop and jump 

operations. Or transform it immediately to a medevac 

format for air ambulance.

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

EVEN MORE VERSATILE THAN
OUR FAMOUS KNIVES
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An optional integrated utility and jump door increases the number  

of roles while retaining the standard cargo door functionality

When jump or drop operations are completed, the PC-12 NGX is  

re-pressurised to climb back to altitude for high-speed performance
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The PC-12 NGX Spectre is actively deployed by special 

operations insiders in some of the most austere and 

harsh environments around the globe. Its long loiter 

time on station with high-speed dash capability and 

long range combine to create a truly compelling,  

multi-role, multi-mission aircraft that is the de�nition 

of “mission �t”.

Con�gured with the PC-12 NGX Spectre intelligence, 

surveillance, and reconnaissance package, the large-

volume PC-12 NGX Spectre houses a deployable 

electro-optical and infrared sensor lift for an in-�ight 

360 degree view controlled through a mission operator 

station and tactical �ight of�cer. Combining real-time 

imaging and ground communication with long loiter 

capability and high dash speeds results in the most 

�exible and cost-effective intelligence, surveillance  

and reconnaissance platform in the air.

The PC-12 NGX Spectre can be con�gured with a 

multitude of optional workstations and communications 

equipment to tailor the aircraft to the unique needs of 

each operator. Pilatus maintains strong working 

relationships with prime systems integrators to 

develop highly modified solutions unique to each 

customer’s mission requirements.

The PC-12 NGX Spectre’s innovative utility and jump 

door (25 × 39 inches/64 × 99 centimetres) is designed 

as a door within a door. Built directly into the aircraft’s 

standard cargo door, it can be used to deploy parachute 

specialists or air-drop supplies and relief goods. What’s 

more, this added feature does not compromise any of 

the mission capability of the PC-12 NGX Spectre. When 

jump or drop operations are completed, the aircraft is 

easily re-pressurised and may climb back to altitude for 

high-speed, fuel ef�cient cruise performance. Back on 

the ground, the full functionality of the PC-12 NGX 

Spectre’s cargo door is retained.

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

MILITARY
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The retractable electro-optical and infrared sensor deploys quickly  

in flight

On the ground, it retains a covert profile, looking like a “normal”  

aircraft

Many people think of the PC-12 NGX as a business 

aircraft. What most people don’t realise is that 

the “executive” aircraft sitting on the ramp may 

actually be carrying sophisticated surveillance and 

communication equipment in the air. 

The PC-12 NGX Spectre has been adopted by leading 

federal, state, municipal and international law 

enforcement agencies as the “go-to platform” for 

surveillance, transport, border protection, and 

airborne operation control.

With its pressurised cabin, high-altitude ceiling, and 

long standoff distance, the PC-12 NGX Spectre is 

virtually undetectable by subjects under surveillance. 

The PC-12 NGX’s powerful, yet fuel-efficient Pratt & 

Whitney PT6 turboprop engine enables it to sprint to 

the target area and remain on station for an extended 

period of time.

 

The operator console has provisions for full control  

of the electro-optical and infrared sensors. The lift 

mechanism for the sensor is completely integrated  

into the tailcone of the PC-12 NGX Spectre, yet easily 

deploys for a full 360 degree hemispheric view of ground 

activity. Imagery from the sensor can be displayed on 

both the cockpit multi-function display and the operator’s 

console for complete crew coordination. Evidence may 

be recorded on ship, or even data linked in real time to 

ground-based personnel. The PC-12 NGX Spectre is the 

critical link in law enforcement command and control.

The PC-12 NGX Spectre can be con�gured with a 

multitude of optional workstations and communications 

equipment to tailor the aircraft to the unique needs of 

each operator. Pilatus maintains strong working 

relationships with prime systems integrators to develop 

highly modi�ed solutions unique to each customer’s 

mission requirements.

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

LAW ENFORCEMENT



On the ground, it retains a covert profileThe two hatches (21 × 21 and 21 × 9 inches/53 × 53 and 53 × 23  

centimetres) can be opened in flight enabling scanning and photography
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Two hatches can be installed in the PC-12 NGX’s  

�oor. The hatches can be used for large scale survey 

cameras, multi-spectral scanner, hyper-spectral 

scanner and light detection and ranging scanner 

enabling photography and scanning at the same time. 

Mission pro�les include cadastral mapping, cartography, 

environmental studies, urban planning, as well as oil 

and gas exploration. 

The ability to deploy the PC-12 NGX for different missions 

is a strength of this aerial surveying modification. The 

�oor windows are part of the pressure vessel so that high 

altitude scanning missions can be accomplished. A 

multi-role con�guration enables easy installation of 

�oor panels in place of the hatches, enabling your 

PC-12 NGX to be used for regular cargo or transport 

purposes. And of course, the PC-12 NGX comes with 

a cargo door as standard. This means you can easily 

remove the camera installation. 

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

MAPPING AND CARTOGRAPHY
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The air ambulance configuration provides room for two patients,  

medical crew and equipment

The large cargo door and patient loading system provides unparalleled 

cabin access for medevac operations
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Real disasters require rapid response by governments, 

military personnel, medical staff and relief agencies. 

The ability to carry large loads and operate from short, 

unimproved runways or even roads allows the PC-12 NGX 

to provide aid in a way that no other aircraft can. The 

PC-12 NGX’s large cargo door and flat floor facilitate 

quick turns reloading pallets of supplies on the ground 

or air-lifting critically injured patients.

 

The PC-12 NGX has proven itself dutifully as a first-

responder providing support to teams helping people 

impacted by the earthquake in Haiti, Hurricane Katrina, 

Covid-19 and in relief efforts throughout the world.

Even more, the recon�gurable cabin can easily transform 

a single asset into a tool for multiple missions. 

Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, 

medevac, personnel transport, cargo hauling – no  

other aircraft matches the life saving capability, 

efficiency, and reliability of the PC-12 NGX.

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

AIR AMBULANCE
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Huge cargo door as standard for easy loading Commuter interior with optional stretcher for patient transport,  

all seats can be quickly added or removed

20 | 21

SPECIAL MISSION PROFILES

HUMANITARIAN AID
Ideal for difficult humanitarian missions, the PC-12 NGX 

enjoys a following of aviators who appreciate the 

precision Swiss construction and unique characteristics 

of the 10-seat aircraft. The ability to take off from a 

short, unpaved field is just one of many attributes that 

set this aircraft aside from all others.

The PC-12 NGX is also built for efficiency, durability and 

ease of flying. With a proven and powerful engine to get 

you out of tight places and smart avionics, the PC-12 NGX 

is the safest aircraft in its class.  

The huge cargo door allows easy access to the cabin  

for loading and removal of freight. When extra space is 

needed, the commuter seats can be quickly removed 

and a stretcher can be installed. A pressurised cabin 

volume of 330 cubic feet (9.34 cubic metres) and a 

maximum payload of 2,235 pounds (1,014 kilogrammes) 

allow unbeaten flexibility.

The PC-12 NGX is comfortable to operate in the harshest 

environments otherwise only accessible by helicopter, but 

with speed, range and economy of a fixed-wing aircraft.
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Only the Pilatus PC-12 NGX offers the advanced avionics 

of high-end business jets tailored for the single pilot. 

Featuring an autopilot optimised for stability and 

smoothness, and SmartView synthetic vision with 

performance-based head-up display symbology, the 

Advanced Cockpit Environment (ACE) sets the bar for 

ultimate control and situational awareness without a 

steep learning curve.  

Safety of flight is the highest priority of Pilatus,  

and the new PC-12 NGX includes an array of new 

technologies like tactile feedback in unusual attitudes, 

an emergency descent mode, and a crew alerting 

system that automatically calls up the appropriate 

electronic checklist on the multi-function display. 

Powerful. Intuitive. Safe. It’s what you expect from 

Pilatus.

SMART AVIONICS

THE FUTURE OF TURBOPROP 
TECHNOLOGY
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